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Part I

About IPBES



www.ipbes.net

Á IPBESôsmission:

To strengthen knowledge foundations for better policy through science, for

the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, long-term human well-

being and sustainable development.

Á An independent intergovernmental body, established in 2012 by Governments,

with

currently 132 Members

Á IPBES has completed its first work programme (2014-2018) and the last of the 

straddling elements are the 3 on-going assessments

Á IPBES has approved its next work programme (2018-2030)

Á Collaborative partnership arrangement with UNEP, UNESCO, FAO and UNDP

Á Secretariat hosted by Germany, in Bonn

The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on  

Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)

http://www.ipbes.net/


Díaz et al.,2015

The IPBES conceptual framework
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IPBES operating principles

The Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services www.ipbes.net

address terrestrial, marine  
and inland water biodiversity  
and ecosystem services and  
their interactions

ensure the tƭŀǘŦƻǊƳΩǎ  
credibility, relevance and  
legitimacy, and promote  
its independence

facilitate an  
interdisciplinary and  
multidisciplinary  
approach

engage with different  
knowledge systems,  
including indigenous and  
localknowledge

recognize the needfor
gender equity in itswork

ensure full and effective  
participation of developing  
countries

http://www.ipbes.net/


What does IPBES do?
The next work programme of IPBES (to 2030) is grouped around 6

complementary objectives :

1. Assessing knowledge (synthesis & critical evaluation of available knowledge)

- On specific themes: ñPollinators, pollination and food Productionò (2016); ñLand  

degradation and restorationò (2018); ñSustainable use of wild speciesò (2021); 

ñInvasive  alien speciesò(2022)

- On methodological issues: ñScenarios and modelsò (2016); ñValuesò(2021);

- At both the regional and global levels: 4 Regional assessments of Biodiversity and  

Ecosystem Services (2018); ñGlobal assessment of biodiversity and ecosystem 

services  (2019)

2. Policy support

- Identifying policy-relevant tools and methodologies

- Facilitating their use & catalysing their future development

3. Building capacity

- Identifying & meeting priority capacity needs of IPBES Members, experts &

stakeholders.

4. Catalysing the generation of new knowledge

- Identifying and communicating gaps in knowledge to help fill gaps

5. Communicating and engaging

6. Improving the effectiveness of the Platform



IPBES assessments



How is IPBES structured?

Á The Plenary

- Governing body of IPBES

- Made up of member States: currently 132

- Usually meets once per year

Á Observers to the Plenary

- States not yet Members

- Biodiversity-related conventions (e.g. 

CBD)

- Related UN bodies

- Other accredited organizations &

agencies

Governments

IPBES-5, March 2017, Bonn,Germany



The Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services www.ipbes.net

How is IPBES structured?

Á The Bureau

- Oversees all administrative functions

- Comprises Chair, four Vice-Chairs & five 

additional  officers.

Á Multidisciplinary Expert Panel (MEP)

- Oversees all scientific & technical functions

- 5 Experts from each of the 5 UN regions

Á Expert groups & Task forces

- Selected scientists & knowledge-holders

- Carrying out assessments & other deliverables

Á Secretariat (incl. Technical support units)

- Implements IPBES work & administration

- Supports Plenary, Bureau & MEP

- Led by Executive Secretary

http://www.ipbes.net/


Current task forces and expert groups

5 task forces

Á Capacity-building

Á Data and knowledge

Á Indigenous and local  knowledge

Á Scenarios and models

Á Policy support tools and  

methodology

The Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services www.ipbes.net

3 expert groups

Á Assessment of values

Á Assessment of the sustainable  use 

of wild species

Á Assessment on invasive alien 

species

http://www.ipbes.net/


Part II

About IPBES assessments and their earlyimpact



Output   

The Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services www.ipbes.net

Á Assessment of an evidence base = scientific literature, grey 

literature and  Indigenous and local knowledge

Á 550 pages



The Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services www.ipbes.net

The Thematic Assessment on Pollinators,  

Pollination & Food Production

- Completed in 2016

- Result of 2 years of work by 77 experts from  

around the world

- Co-chairs: Profs. Simon Potts (UK), and Vera  

Imperatriz Fonseca (Brazil)

- Cites about 3,500 scientific papers

- Piloted the idea of the inclusion of 

different knowledge systems including 

indigenous & local knowledge from more 

than 60 locations

- Summary for Policymakers (SPM) approved  

word-by-word by the IPBES Plenary

http://www.ipbes.net/


IPBES Pollination assessment: Impact

International level

ÁWorld Bee Day: Bee with us on 20 

May! 

(https://www.worldbeeday.org/en/)

Á Decision CBD COP 14 (Nov. 2018) adopted a Plan of Action  

2018-2030 for the International Initiative for the 

Conservation and  Sustainable Use of Pollinators (FAO)

ÁUNDP: ñTrialogues on pollinationò(UNDP/BES-Net)

National level

Å An expanding list of national strategies and action plans on  

pollination (e.g. Argentina, Canada, Colombia, India, 

France, the  Netherlands, Norway, Brazil, Republic of 

Korea, USA).

Å Coalition of the willing to protect pollinators and to 

promote  pollination (https://promotepollinators.org/)

http://www.worldbeeday.org/en/)
http://www.worldbeeday.org/en/)
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Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

Á The Thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 13) 

(Cancun, Mexico, December 2016) adopted decision XIII/15 on the 

Implications of the IPBES assessment on pollinators, pollination 

and food production for the work of the Convention, in which the 

Conference of the Parties welcomed the IPBES summary for 

policymakers of the thematic assessment on pollinators, pollination and 

food production and endorsed its key messages. 

International actions as a result of pollination assessment
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Declaration - Coalition of the Willing on Pollinators 

The Netherlands announced at the high level segment of COP-13, 

the launch of a new initiative, called the Coalition of the Willing on 

Pollinators. 

Signatories include: 

France, Germany, 

the United Kingdom, 

Belgium, Austria, 

Denmark, 

Luxembourg, Finland, 

Spain, the Netherlands,

Uruguay, Peru and 

Slovenia (n=13) 

*Ethiopia signed the Declaration on the Coalition of the Willing on 

Pollinators (2017) 

International actions as a result of pollination assessment



Many National Initiatives
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